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Through the poetry of nineteenth- and twentieth-century Russian authors, including Pushkin and
Akhmatova, Poetry Reader for Russian Learners helps upper-beginner, intermediate, and
advanced Russian students refine their language skills. Poems are coded by level of difficulty.
The text facilitates students' interaction with authentic texts by means of a complete set of
learning tools, including biographical sketches of each poet, stress marks, annotations,
exercises, questions for discussion, and a glossary. An ancillary Web site contains audio files for
all poems.russianpoetry.yale.edu/

About the AuthorJulia Titus is senior lector in the Department of Slavic Languages and
Literatures at Yale University. She is the editor of the annotated reader The Meek One: A
Fantastic Story, by Fyodor Dostoevsky.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.Poetry Reader for Russian LearnersBy Julia Titus, Mario Moore, Wayde McIntoshYale
UNIVERSITY PRESSINTRODUCTIONOne of the many wonderful rewards of learning a foreign
language is the ability to read literary masterpieces in the original. It is especially true for poetry,
which was once defined as something that is not translatable. Russia is well known for its rich
literary legacy, but while many great novels, such as those by Tolstoy and Dostoevsky, can be
read and appreciated in translation, poetry loses much in translation. The purpose of this book is
to introduce students of Russian to the great treasures of Russian poetry in the original, starting
with Alexander Pushkin and the poets of the period that is known as the Golden Age of Russian
poetry in the nineteenth century and moving chronologically into the twentieth century, ending
with the poets of what has come to be known as the Silver Age.All the poets selected for this
anthology represent the classical canon of Russian poetry, well familiar to any Russian and
taught in Russian schools as part of the school curriculum. The chosen poems reflect the
essential poetic heritage of each poet, and I have aimed to include a wide variety of texts
suitable for learners at different levels of language proficiency. The poems selected for each
author are coded by difficulty of comprehension as follows: level (*): accessible to beginners in
the first year; level (**): better suited to intermediate students; and level (***): for advanced
students. The coding by level of difficulty is an approximation; it is certainly possible to read a
more complex poem earlier in one's studies; it would just take more time and effort on the part of
the student.There is a brief biographical sketch for each poet, allowing the student to situate the
poet within the Russian literary tradition. Each poem is accompanied by additional background
information where appropriate. It is also accompanied by a glossary in the margins; a series of
assignments focusing the student's attention on grammar and new lexical items, stressing root
recognition and morphology in order to facilitate vocabulary retention; and general questions in
English for discussion. The anthology has a companion website, and complete audio files for



each poem are available for downloading through iTunes.The audio component of the anthology
is especially valuable. Learning poems by heart has been shown to have many benefits for
improving foreign language skills since by listening to a poem over and over and repeating it, a
student is automatically learning the correct pronunciation, new vocabulary, and correct
structure. For these reasons it is highly recommended that students of all levels try to memorize
the poems as they read them. In my institution many foreign language departments organize
annual spring poetry readings where students recite poems and win prizes for best
performance.While the anthology is designed as an introduction to Russian poetry as it
developed through the centuries and the poets and poems are listed chronologically, the poems
can be read out of order if the instructor wishes to focus on a particular author or theme. Each
poem contains a complete set of glosses so that it is not dependent on a previous reading. In the
questions for discussion in English there are frequent calls for comparison between poems
dealing with the same subject by different authors (for example, compare "[TEXT NOT
REPRODUCIBLE IN ASCII]" by Lermontov and "[TEXT NOT REPRODUCIBLE IN ASCII] ..." by
Pushkin or compare the winter landscape in Pushkin with that in Tyutchev), thus drawing the
student's attention to the interconnectedness of the Russian literary tradition.The anthology can
be used by any learner of Russian, be he/she a currently registered student or an independent
learner who has studied Russian and wishes to refresh his/her language skills. It can be a
component of a language or literature course, or it can be used in a Russian for Heritage
Learners class. In my courses, in addition to asking students to memorize some of the poems, I
assign them presentations on an author of choice so that they can do additional research and
take a more active role in their learning process. This works especially well in the Heritage
Learners' courses, where students are more accustomed to memorizing poetry and want to
share the poetic heritage of their parents and grandparents.This book grew out of my firm
conviction that reading poetry in the original is extremely rewarding and motivating for any
student of a foreign language. It is especially true for Russian, where poetry has always been an
integral part of the literary tradition and culture. I hope to inspire all readers to continue their
study of Russian and share my pleasure of reading and love of poetry by providing a step-by-
step guided introduction to the masterpieces of Russian poetry.(Continues...)Excerpted from
Poetry Reader for Russian Learners by Julia Titus, Mario Moore, Wayde McIntosh. Copyright ©
2015 Yale University. Excerpted by permission of Yale UNIVERSITY PRESS.All rights reserved.
No part of this excerpt may be reproduced or reprinted without permission in writing from the
publisher.Excerpts are provided by Dial-A-Book Inc. solely for the personal use of visitors to this
web site.
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This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number of
pages displayed is limited.          
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Ebook Library Reader, “Very Impressed with this system. I give this system 5 stars across the
board. It came earlier than expected and is exactly as described and has some impressive
features. It is perfect for a small starter system. It is compact, light weight, easy to assemble and
unassemble for cleaning. It even has a water drainage plug, although it isn't really needed
because it is easy enough to just dump the water. And it has a pump, which I have discovered is
necessary. I am on my 3rd batch of growing a variety of seeds. I have already transferred the
first batch into pots. The second batch I decided to try with the pump turned off, as I was looking
at some systems for around the same price as this one that didnt have a pump. Those didn't do
so well and a white film formed on the top of the water. The 3rd batch is doing very well with the
pump turned back on. So the pump definitely helps the entire system. The light come on and off
on it's own as expected and you can manually change the light filters. I like this system so much I
am considering buying another one.”

Jess, “Stopped working after a couple months. Was very excited to start my own hydroponic
garden”

Olga, “Great Starter. I got this on sale and this is my first hydroponics system. It had everything
to get started minus the seeds and plant food. The instructions were really great. I started off
with chives, tomatoes, and parsley. The tomatoes had to be repotted because they got
enormous, the parsley has a slow start but now its getting bigger, my chives kind of suffered but I
suppose it doesn't do well with that much water? Not sure. I'm not good with plants and often
forget to water them, this system is great because I refill the bucket and forget about it.This
system was super easy to get started and even come with an extra 7 soil pucks to start it up
again. The light is super bright and I've put some romaine lettuce next to it and they are loving it!
The light stays on for 16 hours and I often just turn it on when I wake up and turn it off in the
evening. The buttons are super cool being touch sensitive.It's not very big which is nice I have it
on my counter. It doesn't take up a lot of space.Very happy with my purchase so far :)”

Rebecca Vilsan, “Great multi functionality. Has more features than more expensive similar
products that aren’t so easy to use. Definitely recommend!”

Michelle, “Love it. Bought this for my mom and she absolutely loves it. Easy to set up. Height
adjustable and not to bulky.Had to buy the veggies separately but they're easy to find.”

Tracy, “Item as described. Easy setup and perfect for starting your own indor garden!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Excellent Russian poetry introduction. Excellent study aid for Russian
language and introduction to its poets. Walks the reader through each poem and provides



informative contextual / historical information.  I think this is unique!”

The book by Julia Titus has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 20 people have provided feedback.
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Language: English
Paperback: 248 pages
Reading age: 18 years and up
Item Weight: 1.3 pounds
Dimensions: 11 x 8.5 x 0.5 inches
Grade level: 6 - 8
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